advantages over traditional management in certain clinical scenarios, particularly in cases of persistent air leak. To our knowledge, there have been no published studies comparing awake ECMO with traditional (ventilated) ECMO in neonatal patients, although we have successfully managed five patients in our neonatal intensive care unit using this strategy for various clinical indications. Extubation offers the advantages of mitigating ventilator-associated pneumonia (VAP) risk and tracheal trauma, facilitating resolution of air leak, de-escalating sedation, and promoting family bonding. Prospective comparison trials are warranted.
Keywords: neonatal ECMO, awake ECMO Figure 1 . A neonatal patient with acute respiratory failure on VA ECMO electively extubated secondary to air leak. During the extubation period on VA ECMO support, the infant was maintained on minimal necessary sedation and allowed to be awake.
